AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of clainns in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A compound represented by the fonnula 



wherein 

ring A is a ring optionally having 1 to 3 substituents; 

ring B is pyrazole optionally further having 1 to 3 substituents; 

Xa^-Xb and Xc 

are the same or different and each is a bond, -0-, -S-, -SO-, -SO2-, -CO-, -CS-, 
-CR\0R^)-, -NR^-, -CONR^- or -NR^CO- (R^ is a hydrogen atom or an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group, R^ is a hydrogen atom or a hydroxy-protecting group 
selected from a Ci-ealkyl group, a phenyl group, a trityl group, a C7.10 aralkyi group, a 
fomnyl group, a C1-6 alkyl-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, a C7-10 aralkyl-carbonyl 
group, a 2-tetrahydropyranyl group, a 2-tetrahydrofuranyl group, a silyl group or a C2-6 
alkenyl group , opt i onal l y hav i ng 1 to 3 subst i tu e nts, and R^ is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a 
formyl group, a Ci-e alkyl-carbonyl group, a Ci-e alkoxy-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, 
a C7-10 aralkyl-carbonyl group, a C7-14 aralkyloxy-carbonyl group, a trityl group, a 
phthaloyi group, an N,N-dimethylaminomethylene group, a silyl group or a C2-6 alkenyl 
group , optional l y hav i ng 1 to 3 substituents ); 




-Xa-Ya-Xb-^ 




-Xc-Yc-(C=0)-R (I) 
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Xb is -0-. -S-, -SO-. -SQp-, -CO-, -CS-. -CRVOR^V. -NR^-, -CONR^- or -NR^CO- (R^ 
is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon group. R^ is a hydrogen 
atom or a hydroxv-protectina group selected from a d-s alkvl group, a phenyl group, a 
trityj group, a Cy-m aralkvl group, a formyl group, a Clr alkvl-carbonyl group, a benzoyl 
group, a C7-in aralkyl-carbonyl group, a 2-tetrahydropyranyi group, a 2-tetrahydrofuranvl 
group, a silyl group or a C?-r alkenyl group, and R^ is a hydrogen atom, an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a formyl 
group, a Ci^ alkvl-carbonyl group, a Cj^ alkoxy-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, a C?- 
in aralkyl-carbonyl group, a Cy-u aralkvloxy-carbonyl group, a tritvl group, a phthaloyi 
group, an N.N-dimethylaminomethylene group, a silvl group or a Cg^ alkenyl group): 
Ya is a divalent aliphatic hydrocarbon residue having 1 to 20 carbon atoms; 
Yb is a bond or a divalent aliphatic hydrocarbon residue having 1 to 20 carbon 
atoms; 

Yc is Ci.6 alkylene; 

ring C is a monocyclic aromatic ring optionally further having 1 to 3 substituents; and 
R represents -OR* (R"^ is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon 
group) or -NR^R^ (R^ and R^ are the same or different and each is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an optionally substituted heterocyclic group, 
or R^ and R^ form, together with the adjacent nitrogen atom, an optionally substituted 
heterocyclic ring), 
provided that, 

ring C is not thiadiazole or oxadiazole[[;]] 
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(2) whon Xa and Xb aro oach a bond, r i ng C i s not a bonz e n e ring, 
or a pliarmacologically acceptable salt thereof. 

2. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein the ring represented by ring A is 
an aromatic ring. 

3. (Original) The compound of claim 2, wherein the aromatic ring is a benzene 
ring, a pyridine ring or a pyridazine ring. 

4. Canceled. 

5. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein the substituent that ring B is 
optionally further having is a hydrocarbon group. 

6. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein the substituent that ring B is 
optionally further having is an alkoxy group. 

7. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein Ya is Ci-6 alkylene or Ca-e 
alkenylene. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein the monocyclic aromatic ring 
represented by ring C is a benzene ring. 

10. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein the monocyclic aromatic ring 
represented by ring C is pyrazole. 
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1 1 . (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein R represents -OR* (R* is a 
hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon group). 

12. (Original) The compound of claim 1, wherein Xa is a bond. 

13. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein Xb is -0-. 

14. (Original) The compound of claim 1, wherein Yb is a bond. 

1 5. (Original) The compound of claim 1 , wherein Xc is a bond or -0-. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently amended) Th e compound of c l a i m 1 , which i s 
2-[3-(3-{3-[Ie]]EthGxy-1-[5-(trifluoromethyl)-2-pyridyl]-1H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)phenoxy]- 

2- methylpropionic acid; 

3- [2-ethoxy-4-(3-{3-ethoxy-1-[5-(trifluoromethyl)-2-pyridyI]-1H-pyrazol-4- 
yl}propoxy)phenyl]propionic acid; 

3-[3-(3-{3-ethoxy-1 -[5-(trifluoromethyl)-2-pyridyl]-1 H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)-1 -phenyl-1 H- 
pyrazol-5-yl]propionic acid; 

[1 -phenyl-3-(4-{3-propyl-1 -[5-(trifluoromethyl)-2-pyridinyl]-1 H-pyrazol-4-yl}butoxy)-1 H- 

pyrazol-4-yl]acetiG acid; 

[2-(3-{3-isopropyl-1-[5-(trifluoromethyl)-2-pyridyl]-1H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)-3- 
methoxyphenyl]acetic acid; 

[2-(3-{3-(1 -ethylpropyl)-1 -[5-(trifluoromethyl)-2-pyridyl]-1 H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)-3- 
methoxyphenyi]acetic acid; 
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(2-{3-[1 -(5-chloro-2-pyridyl)-3-(1 -ethylpropyl)-1 H-pyrazol-4-yl]propoxy}-3- 
methoxyphenyl)acetic acid; 

[3-ethyl-2-(3-{3-isopropyl-1-[6-(trifluoromethyl)pyridazin-3-yli-1H-pyrazol-4- 
yl}propoxy)phenyl]acetic acid; 

[2-(3-{3-isopropyl-1-[6-(trifluoromethyl)pyridazin-3-yl]-1H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)-3- 
methoxyphenyl]acetic acid; 

[3-(3-{3-isopropyl-1 -[5-(trifiuorDmethyl)-2-pyridinyl]-1 H-pyrazol-4-yi}propoxy)-1 -methyl- 
1 H-pyrazol-4-yl]acetic acid; 

[1 -ethyl-5-(3-{3-isopropyl-1 -[5-(trifluorometliyl)-2-pyridinyl]-1 H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)-1 H- 

pyrazol-4-yl]acetic acid; 

[1 -ethyl-5-(3-{3-propyl-1 -[5-(trifluoromethyl)-2-pyridinyl]-1 H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)-1 H- 
pyrazol-4-yl]acetic acid; 

(2-{3-[1-(5-bromo-2-pyridinyl)-3-(1-ethylpropyl)-1H-pyrazol-4-yl]propoxy}-3- 
methoxyphenyl)acetic acid; ©f 

[2-(3-{3-tert-butyl-1-[6-(trifluoromethyl)pyridazin-3-yl]-1 H-pyrazol-4-yl}propoxy)-3- 
methylphenyl]acetic acid or a salt thereof . 

18. (Previously Presented) A prodrug of the compound of claim 1 or a 
pharmacologically acceptable salt of the prodrug of the compound of claim 1 . 

19. (Previously Presented) A pharmaceutical composition comprising the 
compound of claim 1 or a pharmacologically acceptable salt thereof or a prodrug 
thereof, and a phamnaceutically acceptable carrier, excipient or diluent. 
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20. (Currently amended) A method for the treatment of typo 1 d i abotoc, type 2 
diabetes or g e stat i ona l d i abotos in a mammal in need thereof, which comprises 
administering to the mammal a compound represented by the formula 



wherein 

ring A is a ring optionally having 1 to 3 substituents; 

ring B is pyrazole optionally further having 1 to 3 substituents; 

Xa^-Xb and Xc 

are the same or different and each is a bond, -0-, -S-, -SO-, -SO2-, -CO-, -CS-, 
-CR^(OR^)-, -NR^-, -CONR^- or -NR^CO- (R^ is a hydrogen atom or an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group, R^ is a hydrogen atom or a hydroxy-protecting group 
selected from a Ci.6alkyl group, a phenyl group, a trityl group, a C7-10 aralkyi group, a 
formyl group, a C1.6 alkyl-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, a C7.10 aralkyl-carbonyl 
group, a 2-tetrahydropyranyl group, a 2-tetrahydrofuranyl group, a silyl group or a C2.8 
alkenyl group , opt i ona ll y hav i ng 1 to 3 subst i tuontc, and R^ is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a 
formyl group, a Ci^ alkyl-carbonyl group, a C1.6 alkoxy-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, 
a C7-10 aralkyl-carbonyl group, a C7-14 aralkyioxy-carbonyi group, a trityl group, a 
phthaloyi group, an N,N-dimethylaminomethylene group, a silyl group or a C2-6 alkenyl 
group , optiona ll y having 1 to 3 substituents ); 

Xb is -0-. -S-. -SO-. -SO9-. -CO-. -CS-. -CRVoR^V. -NR^-. -CONR^- or -NR^CO- (R^ 
is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon oroup. R^ is a hydrogen 




-Xa-Ya-Xb-^ 



-Xc-Yc-(CO)-R (la) 
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atom or a hvdroxv-protectinq group selected from a C^ ur alkvl group, a phenyl group, a 
tritvl group, a Cy-m aralkvl group, a formvl group, a C i- r alkvl-carbonvl group, a benzoyl 
group, a Cy-m araikvl-carbonvl croup, a 2-tetrahvdrGPvranvl group, a 2-tetrahvdrofuranvl 
group, a silvl group or a C?.r alkenvl group, and is a hydrogen atom, an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a formyl 
group, a Ci-r alkyl-carbonyl group, a Ci.r alkoxy-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, a Gr- 
in aralkyl-carbonyl group, a Ct-ia aralkyloxy-carbonvl group, a tritvl group, a phthaloyi 
group, an N.N-dimethylaminomethylene group, a silyl group or a C^-r alkenyl group): 
Ya is a divalent aliphatic hydrocarbon residue having 1 to 20 carbon atoms; 
Yb is a bond or a divalent aliphatic hydrocarbon residue having 1 to 20 carbon 
atoms; 

Yc is Ci.6 alkylene; 

ring C is a monocyclic aromatic ring optionally further having 1 to 3 substituents; and 
R represents -OR'^ (R"* is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon 
group) or -NR^R^ (R^ and R^ are the same or different and each is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an optionally substituted heterocyclic group, 
or R^ and R® form, together with the adjacent nitrogen atom, an optionally substituted 
heterocyclic ring), 

or a pharmacologically acceptable salt thereof or a prodrug thereof. 

21 . (Currently amended) A method for the treatment of hyperlipidemia in a 
mammal in need thereof, which comprises administering to the mammal a compound 
represented by the formula 



-8- 




-Xa-Ya-Xb-^ 



-Xc-Yc-(00)-R (la) 



wherein 

ring A is a ring optionally having 1 to 3 substituents; 

ring B is pyrazole optionally further having 1 to 3 substituents; 

Xay^ and Xc 

are the same or different and each is a bond, -0-, -S-, -SO-, -SO2-, -CO-, -CS-, - 
CR\0R2)., -NR^-, -CONR^- or -NR^CO- (R^ is a hydrogen atom or an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group, R^ is a hydrogen atom or a hydroxy-protecting group 
selected from a Ci-6alkyl group, a phenyl group, a trityl group, a C7.10 arall<yl group, a 
formyl group, a Ci-e alkyl-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, a C7-10 aralkyl-carbonyl 
group, a 2-tetrahydropyranyl group, a 2-tetrahydrofuranyl group, a sityl group or a C2.6 
alkenyl group , opt i onal l y having 1 to 3 substituontc , and R^ is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a 
formyl group, a Ci-e alkyl-carbonyl group, a C1.6 alkoxy-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, 
a C7.10 aralkyl-carbonyl group, a C7-14 aralkyloxy-carbonyl group, a trityl group, a 
phthaloyi group, an N,N-dimethylaminomethylene group, a silyl group or a C2.6 alkenyl 
group , opt i ona ll y having 1 to 3 substituents ); 

Xb is -0-. -S-. -SO-. -SQo-. -CO-. -GS-. -CRVQR^V. -m\ -CONR^- or -NR'CO- (R^ 
is a hydrogen atom or an optionallv substituted hydrocarbon group. R^ is a hydrogen 
atom or a hydroxv-protectino group selected from a Ci.Ralkvl group, a phenyl group, a 

trityl group, a Cy-m aralkvl group, a formyl group, a C i. r alkvl-carbonvl aroup. a benzoyl 
group, a C7-in aralkyl-carbonyl group, a 2-tetrahvdropvranyl group, a 2-tetrahydrofuranyl 
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group, a silvl group or a Ct - ^ alkenvl group, and is a hydrogen atom, an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a formyl 
group, a Ci.b alkvl-carbonvl group, a Ci-g alkoxv-carbonvl group, a benzoyl group, a Ct. 
in araikyl-carbonyj group, a Cr.M aralkvloxv-carbonvl group, a trityl group, a phthaloyi 
group, an N,N-dimethylaminomethylene group, a silyl group or a C?^ alkenyl group): 
Ya is a diyalent aliphatic hydrocarbon residue haying 1 to 20 carbon atoms; 
Yb is a bond or a diyalent aliphatic hydrocarbon residue haying 1 to 20 carbon 
atoms; 

Yc is Ci^ alkylene; 

ring C is a monocyclic aromatic ring optionally further haying 1 to 3 substituents; and 
R represents -OR'* (R'* is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon 
group) or -NR^R^ (R^ and R^ are the same or different and each is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an optionally substituted heterocyclic group, 
or R^ and R^ form, together with the adjacent nitrogen atom, an optionally substituted 
heterocyclic ring), 

or a pharmacologically acceptable salt thereof or a prodrug thereof. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently amended) A method for the treatment of impaired glucose 
tolerance in a mammal in need thereof, which comprises administering to the mammal a 
compound represented by the formula 




-Xa-Ya-Xb-^ 




-Xc-Yc-(C=0)-R (la) 
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wherein 

ring A is a ring optionally having 1 to 3 substituents; 

ring B is pyrazole optionally further having 1 to 3 substituents; 

Xay^ and Xc 

Xb is -0-. -S-. -SO-. -SO?-. -CO-. -CS-. -CRVOR^)-. -NR^-. -CONR^- or -NR^CO- (R^ 
is a hvdroqen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon group. R^ is a hvdroaen 
atom or a hvdroxv-protectinq group selected from a Ci.Ralkvl group, a phenyl group, a 
tritvl group, a Ci.m aralkvl group, a formvl group, a Clr alkvl-carbonvl group, a benzoyl 
group, a C7.in aralkvl-carbonvl group, a 2-tetrahydropyranyl group, a 2-tetrahydrofuranyl 
group, a silvl group or a C?.fi alkenvl group, and R^ is a hydrogen atom, an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a formvl 
group, a Clr alkvl-carbonvl group, a Ci-r alkoxv-carbonvl group, a benzoyl group, a 
Cy.m aralkvl-carbonvl group, a C^.^A aralkvloxv-carbonyl group, a tritvl group, a phthalovl 
group, an N.N-dimethvlaminomethvlene group, a silvl group or a Cg-B alkenvl group): 

are the same or different and each is a bond, -0-, -S-, -SO-, -SO2-, -CO-, -CS-, 
-CR^(0R2)-, -NR^-. -CONR^- or -NR^CO- (R^ is a hydrogen atom or an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbon group, R^ is a hydrogen atom or a hydroxy-protecting group 
selected from a Ci-ealkyI group, a phenyl group, a trityl group, a C7.10 aralkyl group, a 
formyl group, a C1-6 alkyl-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group, a C7.10 aralkyl-carbonyl 
group, a 2-tetrahydropyranyl group, a 2-tetrahydrofuranyl group, a silyl group or a C2.6 
alkenyl group, optionally having 1 to 3 substituents, and R^ is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an amino-protecting group selected from a 
formyl group, a C1.6 alkyl-carbonyl group, a Ci-e alkoxy-carbonyl group, a benzoyl group. 
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a C7-10 aralkyl-carbonyl group, a C7-14 aralkyloxy-carbonyl group, a trityl group, a 
phthaloyi group, an N.N-dimethylaminomethylene group, a silyl group or a C2-6 alkenyl 
group, optionally having 1 to 3 substituents); 

Ya is a divalent alipliatic hydrocarbon residue having 1 to 20 carbon atoms; 
Yb is a bond or a divalent aliphatic hydrocarbon residue having 1 to 20 carbon 
atoms; 

Yc is Ci-e alkylene; 

ring C is a monocyclic aromatic ring optionally further having 1 to 3 substituents; and 
R represents -OR'' (R'* is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted hydrocarbon 
group) or -NR^R® (R^ and R® are the same or different and each is a hydrogen atom, an 
optionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an optionally substituted heterocyclic group, 
or R^ and R® form, together with the adjacent nitrogen atom, an optionally substituted 
heterocyclic ring), 

or a pharmacologically acceptable salt thereof or a prodrug thereof. 
24-30. (Canceled) 

31 . (Previously presented) A method of producing a compound represented by 
the formula 

(^^^A^^^ (1-5) 

wherein the symbols in the formula are as defined in claim 1 , or a salt thereof, which 
comprises subjecting a compound represented by the formula 
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B^y— Xa-Ya-Xb-YlT-i^^Cy— Xc-Yc-(CXD)<R (U) 

wherein R^^ is an optionally substituted hydrocartx)n group and other symbols are 
defined above, or a salt thereof to a hydrolysis reaction. 

32-33. Canceled. 



